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The venture capital arena is already one of the riskiest in the investing world, but according to its 
top official, venture capital firm Draper Fisher Jurvetson takes even more risks than its 
competitors. 

And that's why the firm is now the largest in the US, says DFJ's managing partner Warren 
Packard, 40, a Chicago native who is speaking today to the Greater Cincinnati Venture 
Association. 

"Many people see deals as risky, but we really see them as an opportunity to change the world," 
Packard said in a recent phone interview. "And while we have a higher beta-stage investment 
approach, we end up with bigger home runs." 

Packard has been with the Menlo Park, 
Calif., firm for 11 years. Last year, DFJ was 
the busiest venture capital firm in the U.S., 
signing 100 deals. The company also was 
tied for third nationally in the first quarter of 
2008 with 19 more deals. In addition, the 
company has broadened its focus to not only 
include major international investments but 
has started partnering with regional and local 
firms, including Cincinnati-based Draper 
Triangle Ventures. 

Packard acknowledges that Midwest firms 
have a more conservative outlook than on 
the West Coast, but that "can be both a good 
and bad thing." 

"I mean, there is something to be said for the 
entrepreneur who is a little crazy, who 

doesn't accept his limitations and will take risks that others won't take, and won't accept people 
saying no in the face of adversity and dissension," Packard said. "And sometimes in the Midwest, 
those people get cut off by the 'show-me' mentality. But that mentality does create a 'put up or 
shut up' atmosphere as well that can be healthy." 

As for the further regionalization of DFJ through local funds, Packard says his firm is looking for 
entrepreneurs who are willing to stay put and develop their companies locally. 

"What we have is the national and international backbone to help these guys, but we want to back 
an entrepreneur from Ohio who wants to stay in Ohio," Packard said. "And it is our goal to help 
those guys grow in their region and then get to the national and international level. 

"In essence, we want folks who want to change the world - from their own hometown." 

Packard's lunch talk to the GCVA, a group of local venture capital firms and individuals, is 
scheduled for noon today at Alter Hall on the campus of Xavier University. It is open to the public; 
admission is $20. 

Those wishing to attend can either pay at the door or register by calling (513) 579-3111. 
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Looking to buy, sell or invest 
Amy Broghamer is a certified luxury home marketing 
specialist and Accredited Buyers representative.  
www.AmyBSells.com 

Free home buyer e-course 
How to find Govt down payment help. Save upfront and 
every month. Raise credit scores. Low fixed pmt loan. 
Sign up today. Stop renting. All areas! 
cincywealthbuilder.com 

Zero Down or You Get $500 Cash 
Ohio has thousands of dollars available for home buyers 
who need down payment help. Low monthly. Try the 
Zero Down Payment Guarantee! HUFF Realty 
cincyfirsttimebuyer.com 

Say Good-Bye to Renting 
If you can rent a home then you can buy a home! We 
can show you how - Credit Problems OK. Pick your 
home and your payment today. 
LetMePickMyHome.com 

Office Supplies & Furniture 
Over 40,000 office products to choose from, Great 
Service, Online Store, Free Next Day Delivery, No 
Minimum Order Visit our site or phone 513-821-2280 
www.SignalOffice.com 

Custom Computers & Networking 
Custom built computers using Intel or AMD. We build 
your system the way you want it. On site Network & PC 
service and support available. 513.821.2280 
www.sos2000.com 

 
Ads by Google 
Venture Capital Biz Plans 
Premier Business Planning Firm. We Can Help You 
Raise Venture Capital. 

Venture Capital Firm 
Can't Raise Capital ? Talk to Venture & Angel Investors 
www.Fundingpost.com

Venture Capital - Free 
Find Venture Capital Investors at www.RaiseCapital.com 
- Free 
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